
Mission  

Statement 

The River Valley Animal Protection 

League, a 501(c) (3) organization, is 

dedicated to providing shelter for 

homeless cats with a view toward  

finding them forever homes.   

SHELTER HOURS 

Mondays 4-7 p.m. 

Saturdays 1-4 p.m. 

or by  Appointment 

Monthly Meetings 

JOIN our monthly meetings 

5:30 p.m. 

1st Thursday  

of each month  

60 Cummings Ave. 

Charlestown, NH 

603-826-3061 

  

Board of Directors 

 

Brenda Ouellette,, President 

Richard Ward, V. President 

Sandy Perron, Secretary  

Kara Lee, Shelter Manager/Treasurer 

Robin Smith 

Barb Torelli 

Sue Bascom 

Saving Nine Lives...ONE at a Time”  

The RVAPL is Celebrating 10  Years!! 

Early in 2006, a small group of local citizens got together with the mutual desire 

to take care of homeless animals in the community.  The need in this part of Sul-

livan County was certainly there for a shelter to house, feed, spay/neuter and re-

home these pets.  The name River Val-

ley Animal Protection League was cho-

sen to reflect a service area greater 

than Charlestown.  A 501 © (3) non-

profit status was applied for and re-

ceived.  Without much in the way of 

funds, the RVAPL originally housed 

cats at the Charlestown Animal Hospi-

tal and some dogs were placed in foster 

homes before they were adopted.  Vol-

unteers would go twice a day to feed 

and clean the RVAPL shelter cats.  

At the end of 2009, a space became available to rent so that the RVAPL could 

have its own shelter to continue its mission.  

In January 2010, the RVAPL moved its cats, 

supplies and equipment to our current loca-

tion at 60 Cummings Ave. in Charlestown.  

Due to our location in a residential area 

dogs can’t be housed at the shelter, so our 

focus shifted to cats.  

Throughout the years, the RVAPL has been 

raising funds with potluck dinners, yard 

sales, dog walks, raffles, craft fairs, bake 

sales and any other ideas that are viable in 

the area 

we serve.  

We also send out an annual giving letter in 

December and a newsletter in May.   

Since its inception, the RVAPL has cared for 

and found homes for 356 cats and dogs.  Fe-

ral cats have also been helped through TNR 

(trap, neuter, release).  Many of the board 

members and volunteers have changed 

through the last 10 years but the goal is the 

same as the original idea that brought a small group together in 2006.  

 

60 Cummings Ave. , PO Box 860  

Charlestown, NH 03603 
http://rivervalleyapl.org 
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10
th

 Annual PotLuck Dinner 

The RVAPL held their annual 
PotLuck Dinner Fundraiser on 
Sat. March 12. This was our 10

th
 

year sponsoring this wonderful 
event (this was one of the first 
fundraisers that the shelter put 
on in 2007 after the group was 
established)!! We had  ~50 peo-
ple show up at the VFW in 
Charlestown –  thank you to all 
our loyal followers and also to 
those of you who joined us for 
the first time. We hope you had a 
fun evening and went home with 
some fantastic prizes and deli-
cious cakes!! Hopefully you were 
thinking of the animals as you 
enjoyed your confections at 
home!! Thank you to Hannaford 
Supermarket in Claremont NH 
for donating both a dog and cat 
theme cake  - Woof!Meow!   

All of us at the RVAPL greatly 

appreciate the individuals and 
businesses that have donated 
raf-
fle 

items, cakes and their time to 
make this event such a success 
for us over the years. We wel-
come EVERYONE to join us for 
this event – it's a great chance to 
come and meet us, eat good 
food, win some prizes, and sup-
port the shelter in a relaxed, fun 
atmosphere. Please tell your 
friends about it and join us next 
year!! 

The Amazing Story of BOO BOO  

Boo Boo came in rough shape to River Valley Ani-

mal Protection League.  His fur was matted, his 

mouth was smelly and infected, he wouldn’t eat, but 

behind his pain dulled eyes 

was a hopeful spark.  We 

soon learned that among 

his troubles, his stomach 

was blocked by a mass that 

exploratory surgery re-

vealed to be a large ball of 

decorative plastic strips 

and garbage.  His infected 

tooth was removed  and he 

recovered into the most 

lovable mess in the history 

of silly old cats.  He drooled when he ate and when 

he was happy.  Boo Boo wouldn’t put up with the 

youngsters’ rough housing or any territorial postur-

ing. He was mostly deaf, so he yowled away, for at-

tention, for dinner, because he was lost around the 

corner of the hall. If you brushed him for too long, he 

would bite you.  Then he would turn around and 

snuggle into your lap, digging in with his billion 

double-paw toes.  He was with us for 7 months, un-

til… 

A volunteer was talking to a friend one day, and the 

man lamented the loss of his cat that he had raised 

along with his family for 17 years. “We got him 

when my daughter was one, and she just turned 18.” 

He was all black, with four double paws, and a few 

white hairs in the middle of his chest, the fellow 

said.  He had a little tear in one ear, once nibbled by 

a child’s pet rat. “I miss Boo Boo.” He said. The vol-

unteer said “That was when my ears perked up and 

I said…No. No, it couldn’t be!”  But as they talked it 

became clear…We had his cat.. 

Boo Boo’s family was beside themselves with joy. “I 

called my daughter to tell her and she burst into 

tears.”  His owner said, “My son is coming home 

from college to see him.”  Boo Boo greeted his pal, 

the family dog, like always, with a head bonk. 

In animal rescue, we see a lot of unique stories, but 

seldom are they so…crazy! And with a double happy 

ending. 

Spotlight on Youth Volunteers at the Shelter 

Three young women attending Fall Mountain Regional 

High School volunteer at the shelter.  Monday afternoon 

is Jasmine Cripps with her 

mother Sherry.  Anyone un-

der 18 has to have a parent 

or guardian working with 

them.  This is open shelter 

evening so it’s a bit more of 

a challenge to get kitties fed 

and cleaned, Jasmine han-

dles the situation with ease.  

Tuesday afternoon is Au-

tumn Randall (right in picture) and Shannon McLean 

(left in picture).  They have proven to be dependable and 

have enjoyed the time 

they have put into volun-

teering.  Their quotes con-

firm what this experience 

has meant to them. 

Autumn:  I personally 

take care of the cats be-

cause it makes me feel 

better knowing that I am 

making a difference. They 

are truly wonderful cats 

and they deserve a good home. 

Shannon:  Honestly, volunteering here at RVAPL makes 

my week.  I love nothing more than caring for these cats 

in desperate need. 

UPCOMING EVENT!! 

Watch and listen for upcoming information as we 

put together a fun event this fall to help cele-

brate our 10th anniversary!! We are tentatively 

organizing an “Amazing Race” type event to be 

held in and around downtown Charlestown!! Put 

your team together now and be ready to regis-

ter. Watch the website for more details!! 
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RVAPL ALUMNI 

Wishes do come true! One of our favorite things is to see a 'long time resident'  finally 

get adopted. Fiora loves to explore all the levels of her new home - Congratulations 

Fiora!!  

Fiora had a great "first day" with me and her new place 

and everything is going to be GREAT!! She is a totally 

sweet snuggle/lap kitty! Here she is resting after a long 

play time with the catnip-filled chili pepper.. Holly 

 

Ball of Energy...We just wanted to share a few pictures 

of "Stretch" with you.  We have  named  him Ash, and he's a little ball 

of energy.  He keeps us busy, but he's so cute we don't mind! The transi-

tion with Ella has been very good as well, and they have become fast 

friends as you can see. Thank you for all of your help in the adoption 

process!  Colin and Holly  

News from JoJo's New Family...With only a few days at his forever 

home, he is adjusting very well. He comes out to see us, adventures 

into closets and runs to visit any company we have over.  Suzie 

spends many hours petting, laying with and cuddling him.  Bryan & 

Suzie 

News from Cali...I am very happy and very well taken care of in 

my new home.  I am full of life and sometimes get into a lot of trou-

ble.  My family loves me dearly though-we have tons of 

laughs.  Cali with help from Pat 

Rocko is doing great. He is a handsome boy and so well behaved. We love him and he fits 

into our lives perfect. Thanks for your concern and all you to do to save these beautiful cats. 

Valerie 

Amber (aka Ella) & Ebony (aka Twix) are both doing very well.  They and Sunny (dog) all get along 

and frankly seem to enjoy one another. Twice daily I announce to the house “time to go walking” and all 

three come running from wherever they are, converge at the door and off we go for our walk around the 

yard. Elaine 

Garfield is doing pretty well and I think has settled in very nicely. Here's some photos of him and / or him and his new friends. I 

haven't been able to get him and the other kitty. they run around too fast to take their 

picture together!      Sherry 

I did decide to rename him after one of my favorite superheroes ... His name is 

Oliver Queen (Green Arrow) now ! (previously Cheddar  He is settling in 

nicely ! ) Cheddar’s adopter traveled up from Manchester and was thanked for 

adopting from RVAPL.   I'm glad I did too ... he was definitely worth it !   Jeff 

Little Joe (now Joey) is doing wonderful and seems very happy.  You 

wouldn’t believe how much he’s grown. He’s still very loving and doing his 

somersaults to get his chin and head rubbed.  His somersaults sometimes end up as “body slams’! And yes, the body 

slams are usually in the middle of the night or early morning, because he thinks it’s time for breakfast! We are so glad 

Joey was still at the shelter the day we came in.  It was meant to be.  Sandi & Charlie 

THINK ABOUT IT!! 

Every time a cat is adopted from the RVAPL, two cats are saved! The cat who was adopted and the cat who gets 

to come to the shelter because a space has opened up. Please help spread the word that we need people to come 

in and adopt from us so we can continue to help the community by having space to take in new animals!! 

Fiora at the Shelter 

Fiora at Home! 

Ash a.k.a “Stretch” 

Jo-Jo 

Garfield 

Cali 
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DONATE WITHOUT SPENDING A CENT! 

I-Give 

Do you do a lot of shopping online? Consider signing up for i-Give as 
a way to increase donations to the RVAPL. There are many stores 
(e.g. HomeDepot, Staples, etc.) that participate in the iGive program. 
To sign up, click on the iGive.com link on our website (or go directly 
to iGive.com) to register today (choose RVAPL, Charlestown, NH). 
Then, each time you shop online with an i-Give partner, they will 
make a donation to the charity you 
designated - at no cost to you!!  

  

Your employer could help .. It only takes a few minutes to set up and 
every time they buy products on-line, RVAPL would benefit. 

Amazon Smile 

When you shop at http://smile.amazon.com, Amazon 
donates to your favorite charitable organization.  Am-
azon is giving .5% of every sale that is made through 
the amazon smile link..  Support RVAPL when you 
shop Amazon! 

Daisy: I have been at the shelter the longest and 

would love for some-

one to give me a 

home!! I am very play-

ful and love my plastic 

jingle ball toy. I don't 

love getting picked up 

but will let you pet me 

and I will play soccer 

with you! I am ~ 5 

years old. Is there 

someone out there 

willing to give a quirky 

kitty a chance??!! 

Cherry: I am an older cat (12+ yrs) but please don’t 

hold that against me!  I am 

very quiet, have super soft 

bunny fur that is perfect 

for cuddling, and love cat-

nip.  I’m looking for a nice 

quiet home where I can 

relax, be sweet and lovea-

ble and take naps! 

Raven: I'm a shy younger cat who absolutely loves to 

be petted!! I need someone 

who would have patience 

with me – I have lived al-

most my whole life in shel-

ters and would need time 

to adjust to a new home. I 

am also a black cat which 

some people overlook but I 

am hoping to get noticed! 

A HUGE  THANK YOU to Elm City Res-

taurant & Brewery located in the Colony 

Mill Marketplace in Keene, NH.  Debra 

Rivest, (owner) raffled off tickets for a 

mountain bike in December. Elm City 

raised $1200 

and donated 

100% of the 

sales to River 

Valley Animal 

Protection 

League.  Jane 

Rokes, Keene, 

NH, was the 

winner of the 

fabulous bike. 

We can't 

thank you 

enough Debra for doing what you did to help 

us out... it means so much to us. 

Pet Food Assistance Program 

RVAPL offers free pet food (dog, cat, small animals, 

etc.) to people who are temporarily unable to provide 

food for their pets. The help is meant to be short-term 

and in the form of a bag of cat food, dog food, etc. If 

you would like to make a donation or know of someone 

who might benefit from this program, please call the 

shelter and leave a message (603-826-3061). This pro-

gram exists to help you – please do not hesitate to call!! 

Deb Rivest, Owner & Robin Smith, 

RVAPL volunteer 

“WE ARE SPECIAL” 

http://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/about/?ref=spkl_3_0_2075331802&ie=UTF8&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_s=desktop-signpost&pf_rd_r=150DSF8ZJCV4Z6NM99ZB&pf_rd_p=2075331802&pf_rd_t=301&pf_rd_i=amazon%20smile%20account&qid=1430318065
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Our Thanks to so many Special People!   

 We would like to thank the following businesses and groups: 

•Agway-Walpole  •Affordable Hairstyling  •Aumands Furniture-Walpole  •American Plate Glass-

Claremont •AmazonSmile  •Bouteille- Claremont  •Cheever Tire Service-Bellows Falls  •Crown 

Point Cabinetry Charity  •Claremont Pet and Aquarium  •NH Charitable Foundation  •The e-

Ticker  •The Eagle Times  •Emma's Market  •Elm City Brewery-Keene  •Fiske Free Li-

brary  •Green Mountain Glass •Halladays-Bellows Falls  •Hogancamp PC-Keene  •Hannaford-

Claremont  •Hemingway Farms  •Harvest Thyme-Dublin •iGive.com •Laber Manufacturing Corp.  

•Lucas Industries-Springfield  •Mascoma Savings Bank  •Our Town newspaper  •Pet Find-

er  •PetCo-Keene  •Putnam's Maple Syrup •Real to Reel  •Mr. G’s Liquidation Center-N. Walpole 

Walpole Veterinary Hospital •Red River Computing-Claremont  •R.E. Hinkley Co.  •ReMax-

Keene •Springfield High School “S.T.A.R.”  •Smith and Allen Construction  •Shauna's 

Bags  •Sullivan County Humane Society •Silsby Library  •Springfield Humane Society  •Time 

Warner-Atlanta  •Town of Charlestown  •Tractor Supply Co.-Hinsdale  •VFW-

Charlestown  •Village Square Booksellers-Bellows Falls  •Walmart-Claremont  •Walpole Veterinary 

Hospital •The Valley News •The Monadnock Shopper News •Shauna’s Bags 

We extend a heartfelt thank you to all of you who have helped and supported us this past year. This 

includes all our tireless volunteers helping at the shelter, everyone who made a cash donation, peo-

ple who donated items from our wish list and for our raffles and yard sales, children who donated 

their birthday party gifts, concerned animal lovers, and people who assisted at one of our fundraisers 

(or had one for us!). And, of course, to all of you who found it in your hearts to give one (or more!) of 

our animals a home, we hope everybody is healthy and happy!! 

**Forgive us if we have failed to mention you and please know we ap-

preciate all the help we receive!! 

A Loving Thank You to those who made “Special Donations”... 

The following people made a donation in memory of Frances Tuttle: Jill Tuttle and Judy Wheeler 

The following people made a donation in memory of Joey: Martha Kaiser and Karl Reidl 

The following person made a donation in memory of Little Bit: Kara Lee 

The following people made a donation in memory of Travis Michaud: Anthony and Joyce Bielarski 

The following people made a donation in honor of Mitzie: Wilfred and Ruth Cenate 

The following people made a donation in memory of Kitty: Stephen Favreau and Deb Tyson 

The following people made a donation in memory of Gisela Snide: Daryl and Pat Royce 

The following person made a donation in honor of Tilly: Loren Reed 

The following people, groups and businesses made a donation in memory of Charlotte Sher-

man: 

Tish Hutchins, Silver Forest of VT, Joanne Hipp, Brenda Smith & Tom Strate, Rachel Manning 

and Donna Motyl, Donald and Jean Whitney, Donna and Michael Motyl, Happy Rug Hookers, 

Julius, Iris & Sherrie Nemeth, Grant and Elizabeth Carpenter, Ann Thibodeau, Amanda & 

Alyssa Harvis, Dough Lantis & Wade Pratt, JoAnn Johnson, Richard and Margaret Paskerta, 

Thomas and Hazel Bryant 



 

 

Return Service Requested 

River Valley Animal Protection League Membership/Donation Form 

Date __________________ 

Yes, I would like to become a member of the RVAPL to help support the animals! 

 

Type of membership desired: 

 

❏ Individual $20.00 ❏ Family $35.00 ❏ Other $_________ Names):______________________________________________  

Mailing Address: _______________________________________  

City/Town: __________________________________  

State: ____________________     Zip Code: ______________ 

Phone_______________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________ 

If Business: Business Name: _____________________________  

Contact Name: _________________________________________ 

 

❏ I do not wish to become a member, but want to support the RVAPL.  Please accept my donation of $__________ 

 

Please fill out this form and send in with your membership dues or donation to: 

River Valley Animal Protection League 

60 Cummings Avenue, P.O. Box 860  

Charlestown, NH 03603   As an all volunteer 501 (c) (3)organization, 100 % of your support goes directly to the  care of the animals. 

 

60 Cummings Ave. , PO Box 860, Charlestown, NH 03603 

http://rivervalleyapl.org 

Things We Need!! 

-postage stamps     -paper towels     clumping cat litter        -white copy paper      

-gift cards to pet supply stores (e,g. Agway, TSC, PetCo, Claremont Pet and Aquarium) 

-paper towels         -dog & cat food donations for our pet food assistance program 


